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"TsHORTENED STAT^ORY PER,00 FOR REPLY « SET TO EXP,RE , MONTH(S, FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.^ lnnoevent howeverimayareplyb eti m e^ filed 

" earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communications) filed on . 

r-i u- .• ccimai 2b)D This action is non-final. 

Disposition of Claims 

Claim(s) ^ ™<* 21-26 is/are pending in the application. 

5) H C\a\m{s) 1L12J8z203Dd24 is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) 13 Claim(s) 13 and 21 is/are objected to. 

8) D C laim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

«□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

i 0 D The drawing filed on _ is/are: a)D accepted or b) D objected to by the Examine, 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing^ be held ,n abeyance. See 37 CFR 185(a). 
Applicant may no M anDrove d bO disapproved by the Examiner. 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is. a)U approved D)u w 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. » 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)[2 All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 H Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.H Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in AppHcat.cn No. 

* ■ L^» n « rnnoit /aH IR III 



14) D Acknowledgment is made of a daim for domestic prionty under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provis 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional aPP"ca^as been rece^ 

1 5) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic pnonty under 35 U.S.C. §§ 

Attachment(s) lntervlew Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s) 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) r-, Notjce Qf |nforma , patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ^0-948 LJ 

3) □ Information Dteclosure Statement(s) (PTO- 1 449) Paper No(s) ■ 6) U 

t . — — " " Part of Paper No. 1 8 
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Application/Control Number: 09/008,675 
Art Unit: 1724 

DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1 1 ,12,18-20, and 24 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Claims 11,12, and 18-20 are allowable for the reasons stated in the office 

actions dated 9-7-99 and 1-18-00. 

Amended claim 24 is deemed to overcome the airtight bag or envelope structure 

of Perkins and hence is allowed. 

Claims 13 and 21 are incomplete because the claims on which they depend from 
have been cance.led by the examiner in accordance with MPEP 1214.06. Applicant is 
given a ONE MONTH TIME LIMIT from the date of this letter in which to present claims 
13and21 in independent form. NO EXTENSIONS OF T.ME UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a) 
WILL BE GRANTED. Failure to comply with this deadline will result in cancellation of 
claims 13 and 21 and this application will be allowed with claims 11,12,18-20, and 24. 
Claims 1-10,14-17,22,23,25, and 26 are withdrawn from consideration as per the board 
decision dated 8-22-02 and 11-7-02 and will be cancelled in the next office action. 

Claim 13 recites "wherein the step of wrapping comprises the step of wrapping 
the at least one sheet of vapor impervious film spirally around the radially outwardly 
facing surface of the belt/belt sleeve body". As per the decision by the patent board of 
appeals dated November 7, 2002, the step of spiral wrapping is not anticipated by the 
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"airtight bag or envelope" embodiment of Perkins. Therefore , it would not have been 
obvious to someone of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide a 
step of wrapping the at least one sheet of vapor impervious film spirally around the 
radially outwardly facing surface of the belt/belt sleeve body because Perkins does not 
suggest such a modification. 

Claim 21 recites "wherein the at least one sheet of vapor-impervious film is 
sprially wrapped around the radially outwardly facing surface of the belt/belt sleeve 
body". As per the decision by the patent board of appeals dated November 7, 2002, 
the step of spiral wrapping is not anticipated by the "airtight bag or envelope" 
embodiment of Perkins. Therefore , it would not have been obvious to someone of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide at least one sheet of vapor- 
impervious film which is sprially wrapped around the radially outwardly facing surface of 
the belt/belt sleeve body because Perkins does not suggest such a modification. 



Application/Control Number: 09/008,675 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 1724 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert A Hopkins whose telephone number is 703-308- 
3913. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00am-4:00pm, 
alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Blaine Copenheaver can be reached on 703-308-1261. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0661 . 
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